
March 27, 2026

The Honorable Steve Womack 
Chairman 
House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable James Clyburn
Ranking Member
House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Womack and Ranking Member Clyburn,

As you begin work on the Subcommittee’s Fiscal Year 2027 appropriations bill, we request that 
you support full funding for Amtrak and passenger rail programs at least at levels previously 
authorized in the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).

The bipartisan IIJA represented Congress’s historic investment in and commitment to rebuilding 
the crumbling bridges, roads, rail, and transit systems that serve our constituents across America.
Passengers and businesses from coast to coast need safe, reliable, and modern rail infrastructure. 
We urge you to uphold the historic promise of the IIJA by providing funding at levels consistent 
with the amount previously authorized in the IIJA—which expires on September 30, 2026—to 
fix outdated rail infrastructure and invest in our 21st century economy. Reflecting that advanced 
appropriations from the IIJA also expire on Sept 30, 2026, which will drastically cut the funding 
for rail, this letter does not include the advanced appropriations amounts for Amtrak and other 
rail programs. Notwithstanding an extension of the IIJA, levels for advanced appropriations 
should be negotiated separately in the surface transportation reauthorization process and should 
be additive to the levels requested for FY27 appropriations—we strongly support current total 
funding levels, including both advanced appropriated and authorized amounts, for Amtrak and 
rail programs in FY27 and future years. Specifically, we ask you to support the following:

Amtrak: The IIJA authorized a total of $4.4 billion for Amtrak in FY26, with specific levels for 
the Amtrak Northeast Corridor (NEC) and Amtrak National Network, and those authorizations 
include mechanisms for supporting corridor development and the Interstate Rail Compacts 
program. This represents Congress’ bipartisan recognition of the need for robust rail funding to 
modernize our passenger rail network. We request that Amtrak be funded at least the same level, 
$4.4 billion, in FY27.

Amtrak Northeast Corridor: The region served by the NEC—between Boston and 
Washington, D.C.—is home to more than 53 million Americans. In FY25, Amtrak 
carried more than 15 million passengers on the Acela and Northeast Regional 



services, a record-setting level of ridership that exceeded the FY19 pre-pandemic 
mark by 21%. Overall, the NEC serves an average of 628,000 weekday riders between 
Amtrak and commuter railroads. Further, the corridor has a regional GDP of $5.9 trillion
—if it were its own country, it would rank third in the world behind the U.S. and China. 
Unfortunately, much of the NEC consists of infrastructure dating back to the early 1900s,
making it prone to unexpected failures that delay service and impact the economy. 
Serious investment is needed to continue addressing the necessary upgrades to improve 
rail safety and efficiency, and to give this economic megaregion the world-class rail 
access it deserves. For these reasons, we urge you to provide at least $1.4 billion for 
the Northeast Corridor in FY27, consistent with the level authorized in FY26.

Amtrak National Network: Amtrak’s National Network service supports 32 state-
supported routes and 15 long-distance routes throughout the country, connecting 
hundreds of rural communities with our urban centers, and providing alternative travel 
options. To ensure the National Network is safe, reliable, and on time, we urge you to 
provide at least $3 billion for the National Network in FY27, consistent with the 
level authorized in FY26.

Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) Program: The CRISI 
program is designed to provide financial support for project development and infrastructure 
upgrades —including station improvements, improving rail system reliability, and grade crossing
projects—to ensure efficient and safe rail service. The CRISI program provides flexible funding 
to meet the increasing widespread demand for rail investments and now makes Tribes and short 
line associations eligible for funding. With this in mind, we recommend that you fund the 
program at least $1 billion in FY27, consistent with the level authorized in the IIJA for 
FY26.

Restoration and Enhancement Grant Program: This program represents a prudent investment
by providing operating assistance to establish, rehabilitate, or expand intercity passenger rail 
transportation, a critical service for Tribes and communities with no or limited rail services. 
While this program was funded by the IIJA, in recent years it was severely underfunded during 
the annual appropriations process, and we therefore urge you to provide funding for this 
program at least $50 million in FY27, consistent with the level authorized in FY26.

Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail Grants: The IIJA also modified the 
Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail program to reduce the state of good repair 
backlog for passenger rail infrastructure, equipment, and facilities. In addition to bringing 
existing infrastructure into a state of good repair, projects that replace existing assets with those 
that increase capacity and service levels are also eligible for this funding, as well as investing in 
new and expanded passenger rail service. Given the significant number of upgrades needed 



along our railways and great potential to bring new and improved passenger rail service to 
our communities, we recommend that you fund this grant program at least $1.5 billion in 
FY27, consistent with the level authorized in FY26.

Railroad Crossing Elimination Program: The IIJA authorized a new program intended to 
make improvements to highway-railway crossing, including eliminating at-grade crossings that 
may be blocked by trains, can create safety concerns, and slow rail service. This new program 
demonstrates Congress’ priority of improving the safety of our communities and increasing the 
mobility of people and goods. Given the urgent need to eliminate highway-railroad grade 
crossings, we encourage you to fund this program at least $500 million in FY27, consistent 
with the level authorized in FY26.

Passenger rail holds a storied place in American history. It has created jobs, fostered community 
development, and promoted economic growth for decades. Today, American railways are 
lagging behind the rest of the world. We acknowledge that this year’s spending decisions are 
difficult—however, given that IIJA authorized funding expires in FY26, we emphasize the 
importance of providing funding at least at the level authorized by the IIJA to continue the state 
of good repair and expansion projects that are underway and expand critically needed safety 
programs. We have a responsibility to bring our infrastructure into the future to compete in the 
global economy, serve passengers across the nation, and invest in good-paying jobs for 
thousands of workers.

We urge you to strongly support these rail programs as recommended in the FY27 THUD 
Appropriations bill. Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress



Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Thomas H. Kean, Jr. 
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress



Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress



Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress



Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress



Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Rob Bresnahan, Jr.
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress



Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

Michael V. Lawler
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress



Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress



Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Mike Bost
Member of Congress

Jen A. Kiggans
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress



Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress



Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

 


