Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515

November 24, 2025

The Honorable Brooke Rollins

Secretary U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins,

We write to express our deep concern about the recent rise in avian influenza—a now seasonal
epidemic impacting poultry farmers and driving up grocery prices across the United States. In
the past 30 days, USDA recorded 90 new detections.' From backyard flocks in Virginia to large
commercial turkey operations in Minnesota, avian influenza season is returning in full force.
And as we approach the holiday season, it is concerning that without avian influenza surveillance
at full capacity, families across America may eat without traditionally American-produced
centerpieces on their holiday dinner tables.

Each year, the flight of migratory birds marks the start of another challenging flu season for
poultry farmers— whether they raise chickens, egg-laying hens, or turkeys. Wild birds no know
boundaries between borders, and this year is no different. In the past 30 days, over 1.6 million
birds have been infected.” According to USDA data, more than 514,000 turkeys were affected by
bird flu outbreaks in October alone—and wholesale turkey prices are expected to rise as a result.?
Poultry farmers are working tirelessly to ensure every family has access to a Thanksgiving meal
this year, but the ongoing government shutdown and workforce reductions have made it harder
for them to track and manage this flu season effectively.

Recent reports indicate that the USDA-coordinated National Animal Health Laboratory Network
has suspended its weekly calls due to the government shutdown— reducing appropriate
coordination and critical information sharing that is imperative to combating avian influenza.’
While we are relieved that USDA has prioritized avian influenza funding and research in its
contingency plan, we remain deeply concerned that furloughs at USDA and CDC?, recent
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cutbacks in staffing, and RIFs®, are hampering the federal government’s ability to monitor
outbreaks and alert farmers in real time.”

We respectfully call on the Department to reestablish avian influenza surveillance and research
programs to their prior level of excellence—and strengthen them further—to protect all poultry,
dairy, and livestock farmers from further impact. Without swift action to reduce viral loads, the
economic toll—from farm losses to rising grocery costs—will continue to grow.
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Angie Craig

Member of Congress
Ranking Member, Committee
on Agriculture
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Member of Congress

Moy Fondi
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Member of Congress
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Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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